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ATTENDANCE 

 

Council Members:            Angela Ashbrook, Vice-President 

Alma Akinjiola (Attended Via Telephone) 

Barry Bloch 

Ryan Hanosek 

Todd Rutledge 

Mayor: Ronald Conrad  

Interim Borough Manager:  John A. Brown 

Engineer: Stan Wojciechowski (7:30 p.m. to 8:31 p.m.) 

Solicitors:   Frank N. D’Amore  

Jeffrey A. Stewart  

Administrative Assistant:  Selma Ritter (7:30 p.m. to 10:13 p.m.) 

Absent:  Patrick Armstrong, Solicitor 

Lisa Yeager, Council Member 

John Yerman, President 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER -  Vice President Angela Ashbrook called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ENGINEERS’ MONTHLY REPORT - Engineer Stan Wojciechowski, from Barry Isett and 

Associates (“BIA”), discussed some of the items listed in his September 07, 2021 report and other 

items: 

 

a. Macungie Institute HVAC.  A grant application was submitted to DCED to help defray the 

costs of the new HVAC system; the Borough was awarded $84,000.00 for the project.  
 

Lucy Paretti, from BIA, provided an overview of the current HVAC system, along with the new 

proposed HVAC systems. The new HVAC systems would include five (5) separate units for 

different zones in the building, each unit would have its own thermostat and they will have a 99% 

efficiency rate. The lifespan for each unit is 15-20 years.  Maintenance for each unit would include 

a filter, which would need to be changed every 3-4 months (the cost of each filter was unknown).  

The systems could be controlled remotely, if desired.  

 

Engineer Wojciechowski commented tonight’s discussion would be on defining the design details 

so the project could be bid. He suggested the project be bid to have the HVAC contractor include 

the electrical fees. Council requested a financial analysis on the total project costs, along with the 

projected BTU costs.   

 

The disassembling and removal of the old boiler was then discussed.  If it is to be removed, 

Engineer Wojciechowski questioned if Council wanted an asbestos test done to confirm or 

eliminate the presence of asbestos. The test would cost $1,500.00, plus a cost for asbestos 

remediation if it is present. There was a unanimous consensus among Council to leave the current 

boiler in the basement and not have it removed. 
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b. Borough Hall/Police Station HVAC.  BIA has completed a preliminary assessment of the 

current HVAC units; the Macungie Police Department has one unit and Borough Hall has three 

units.    Ms. Paretti cautioned the units are at the end of their lifespans.  

 

Engineer Wojciechowski requested Council authorize the scope and requirements so BIA could 

prepare the bid documents.  The BIA request for authorization fees would total $9,600.00 for the 

design, bidding and construction administration costs. Interim Manager Brown commented the 

awarded American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (“ARPA”) funds could be used to fund the systems; 

the funds would need to be obligated by 2024 and completely spent by 2026. There was a 

unanimous consensus among Council to table the matter until the next Council meeting.  

 

c. DCED/CFA Local Share Account (“LSA”)-Northampton & Lehigh Counties (the “Grant”) 

Application for Hickory Street Bridge Replacement.  The center piers, bridge deck and abutments 

were damaged from the August 2020 storms.  BIA determined the bridge is no longer serviceable 

and closed it to vehicular traffic.  The estimated cost to replace the bridge is ± $333,000.00, which 

would include the abutments, deck and all engineering fees.  The Grant application would be for the 

amount of $268,601.00 and is due by the end of September 2021. The engineering fees would be paid 

when Council authorizes BIA to move forward with the Grant application. There is a $100.00 

application fee and matching funds would be required in the amount of approximately $70,000.00.   

 

i. Resolution No. 2021-13.  The Grant application requires a Resolution be adopted 

to provide proof of the Borough’s requested grant funds in the amount of $268,601.00 and 

authorization of signatories for the necessary documents and agreements. The signatories would 

be John Brown, Interim Borough Manager, and John Yerman, Council President. 

 

Council Member Bloch made a motion to approve spending the $100.00 for the application fee to 

move forward on the bridge, second by Council Member Ashbrook. Motion carried: 5 ayes.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  Akinjiola – aye  Ashbrook – aye   

 Bloch – aye  Hanosek - aye  

 Rutledge – aye  Yeager – absent  

Yerman – absent  

Motion Passed.   

 

ii. Matching Funds, in the Amount $69,429.00.   Council Member Ashbrook made a 

motion to approve the matching funds for Resolution 2021-13 LSA Grant for the Hickory Street 

Bridge and approve authorizing Interim Manager Brown as signatory on documents and 

agreements, second by Council Member Rutledge. Motion carried: 5 ayes.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  Akinjiola – aye  Ashbrook – aye   

 Bloch – aye  Hanosek - aye  

 Rutledge – aye  Yeager – absent  

Yerman – absent  

Motion Passed.   
 

d. Main Street Streetscape Phase V Plans – 90% Plans Provided for Council Review, and 

Discussion/Authorization Requested at September 20, 2021 Meeting.  Engineer Wojciechowski 
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reported BIA has the documents approximately 90% complete and they will be distributed to 

Council for their review before authorization is requested at the next Council meeting.  

 

e. Phase VI Streetscape Application to DCED Submitted.  The DCED Multimodal grant 

application, in the requested amount of $1,907,790.00, was submitted in July 2021 and required a 

$100.00 application fee. BIA will complete the remaining administrative grant work pro bono.  

Phase V will extend on the south side (southbound Route 100) to Poplar Street in front of 

Salvatore’s Pizza. 

 

f. Weis Redevelopment Sketch Plan Review.  BIA attended a meeting with the Developer, 

the Developer’s Engineer and LMT's officials regarding a proposal to redevelop the vacant Weis 

Supermarket (building is located in LMT). A portion of the site is located in the Borough of 

Macungie. Stormwater and sanitary sewer issues were identified.  The traffic will be reviewed by 

PennDOT. 

  

g. Fields at Brookside Review (Application is for 66 Units).  BIA is currently reviewing the 

proposed residential development Preliminary Plans, located on the Brookside County Club 

property.  The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at the September 21, 2021 Planning 

Commission meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

a. Prior Public Comments to Council - None. 

 

b. Comments from the Audience on non-agenda items. 

 

i. Carl Sell had five comments. He stated: (1) he will revise the proposed sign he 

made for the Cotton Street Pedestrian Bridge a couple of months ago using the accounting figures 

he obtained from the Right-To-Know Request he submitted to the Borough; (2) the stormwater 

runoff from South Church Street needs remediation as it flows onto Locust Street; (3) stormwater 

travels down South Church Street and goes over the top of the ADA Ramps located at the corners 

of South Church Street and Locust Street; (4) Apple Alley (behind Mr. Sell’s residence on Locust 

Street) has stormwater runoff issues which he alleged floods the backyards of the properties on 

Locust street, beginning at 32 Locust Street down to Race Street; and (5) he questioned who is in 

charge of the bump outs along Main Street and the criteria for the plantings in them.  

 

ii. Greg Hutchison (1) requested Council make a proclamation to acknowledge all the 

First Responders (ambulance, fire and police). He thanked them on behalf of the Borough for 

keeping the community safe; and (2) he stated for the record that Council Member Ashbrook never 

leaked confidential information from the executive session to him.   

 

COMPLAINTS, PETITIONS, APPEALS AND COMPLIMENTS – None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

a. August 16, 2021.  Council Member Bloch made a motion to approve the August 16, 2021 

minutes, as written, second by Council Member Ashbrook.  Motion carried: 5 ayes. 
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BILLS FOR APPROVAL – CONSENT AGENDA.   

 

a. Bills for Payment. Some of the bills on the list for payment were discussed. 

 

Council Member Bloch made a motion to approve paying the invoices listed on the Bills for 

Payment, as of September 07, 2021, in the amount of $121,919.52, as presented, second by Council 

Member Rutledge. Motion carried:  5 ayes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

a. Meals on Wheels, re: 2022 Fund Appeal. The organization requested an undetermined 

financial donation for the fiscal year 2022. The fund appeal letter noted there are eight residents in 

the Borough that use their services, at a cost of $10.50 per meal ($84.00).  This request will be 

discussed during the Borough’s 2022 budget workshops. 

 

b. Municipal Retirement Trust, re: July 2021 Monthly Trust Reports. No discussion. 

 

c. Emmaus Public Library, re: July 2021 Board Meeting Minutes/Report. No discussion. 

 

d. Emmaus Public Library, re: 2022 Fund Appeal in the Amount of $20,824.00. Council 

Member Ashbrook suggested Council consider a 25% reduction in the requested 2022 fund appeal 

amount.  This fund appeal will be further discussed during the Borough’s 2022 budget workshops. 

 

e. Community Action Lehigh Valley, re: 2022 Fund Appeal in the Amount of $2,000.00. This 

request will be discussed during the Borough’s 2022 budget workshops. 

 

f. Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs, re: 2022 Unemployment Rate.  The PSAB 

Trustees and Board of Directors determined it was not necessary to change the Borough’s rate tiers 

for 2022 (it will remain the same as 2021).  The Boroughs 2022 Unemployment Compensation 

rate will be 0.0285. As established by the Pennsylvania Legislature through Act 60 of 2012, the 

taxable wage base will remain at $10,000 per employee in 2022. The table wage base is guaranteed 

for all of 2022. 

 

REPORTS  

 

a. Mayor.   

 

i. The Wheels of Time event on August 27, 28, and 29, 2021 seemed to have gone 

well.  He commented it was nice to see the community out having fun and enjoying the event.  

 

ii. Tropical Storm Ida. 

1. Lehigh County Officials are urging residents affected by Tropical Storm Ida 

to report any storm damage they have to them, for a survey on how much damage Tropical Storm 

Ida caused in the Lehigh Valley. Damage can be reported to Lehigh County Emergency 

Management at (610) 782-4600.   

2. The American Red Cross is distributing cleanup kits to residents impacted 

with flooding from Tropical Storm Ida.  Kits can be picked up at the American Red Cross, located 

at 3939 Broadway Street, Allentown, PA, between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
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iii. The Macungie Halloween Parade will be held on Saturday, October 23, 2021 

starting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

iv. Macungie Town Beautification will be holding a public candle illumination 

remembrance on Saturday, September 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Flower Park to remember and 

honor the approximately 3,000 people who lost their lives in the 9/11/2001 terrorist attacks.   

There will not be an official ceremony, but the public is welcome to drive, walk or stop by and 

pay their respects.  

 

v. Sgt. Travis Kocher and Cpl. Michael Mullen are currently interviewing candidates 

for the available part-time MPD Officer position.  Mayor Conrad, Sgt. Travis Kocher and Cpl. 

Michael Mullen all recommended Council consider hiring candidate Patrick McLaughlin for the 

position.  Mayor Conrad then discussed Mr. McLaughlin’s experience and education. 

 

Mr. McLaughlin would be required to take a Challenge Test, but he is not eligible to take it until 

he has a conditional offer of employment with a municipal police department. 

 

Council Member Rutledge made a motion to approve hiring of Patrick McLaughlin, contingent 

upon successful completion of a background investigation, drug/alcohol test and a Challenge Test, 

second by Council Member Bloch.  Motion carried: 5 ayes.  

 

b. Solicitor. 

 

i. Ordinance No. 2021-04; Oak Street Vacation and Easement. 

 

1. To be Advertised After Receiving: 

- Cory Zeisloft to Sign Easement. The Borough received the signed 

Easement from Mr. Zeisloft today.  Ordinance 2021-04 will be advertised in the East Penn Press 

Newspaper on September 15 and 22, 2021, for a public hearing and adoption at the October 04, 

2021 Council meeting. 

 

c. Borough Manager.   

 

i. Miscellaneous.  

 

1. Flooding Update. There have not been any specific reports of flooding 

damage in the Borough from Tropical Storm Ida.  

 

2. Lehigh Valley Rose Society (LVRS) Follow-Up. Town Beautification, nor 

the Flower Park, cannot take on the project request at this time, as there is a minimum plot area 

requirement of 50’ x 50’ for a Rose Garden.  It was noted LVRS would take total responsibility 

for the rose garden and they would maintain it. 

 

Council Member Ashbrook suggested Council consider installing the rose garden project on the 

Macungie Institute property.  Mr. Sell stated he would take charge of the project. Interim Manager 

Brown will inquire about more specifics with LVRS and Town Beautification. 
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3. Macungie Institute Fundraiser.  A bingo fundraiser will be held at Macungie 

Memorial Park, Memorial Building, on September 12, 2021. 

 

4. Department of Environmental Protection Audit.  The 5-year MS4 projects 

audit was conducted on August 26, 2021. Interim Manager Brown reported the audit went very 

well and there were no violations.  However, DEP did make some recommendations, which the 

Borough’s Public Works Department (“PWD”) has already taken action on.  DEP had high 

compliments for the PWD for their quality of the cleanouts, spill ways and PWD garage. 

 

ii. Grants/Projects.  All of the grants and/or projects are current.  Therefore, there are 

no new updates at this time. 

 

iii. Public Works Department.  

 

1. Paving Project Updates.  The Cedar Street paving project has been 

completed.  The next paving project will include Coach Street, Clover Street and a portion of Creek 

Street; the total estimated repaving cost is $1,000.00 which is within the budgeted amount. 

 

iv. Contracts.  No new updates were provided. 

 

v. Process Improvements.  No new updates were provided. 

 

vi. Borough Authority. 

 

1. Water Meters/Certifications. The Stone Hill Meadows Development will 

require thirty-one (31) Korner Horn Assemblies for the pending newly constructed homes in the 

development. The purchase was budgeted for and approved in the 2021 Budget.  Two quotes were 

received for the purchase: (1) LB Water in the amount of $5,972.15; and (2) Core & Main in the 

amount of $6,585.33.  The Borough Water Authority will discuss moving forward with the 

purchase from LB Water at their September 09, 2021 meeting. The purchase cost will be 

reimbursed by Stone Hill Meadows.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

a. Cotton Street Raingarden. Interim Manager Brown reported the contractor reseeded the 

raingarden 2-3 weeks ago. He noted the final payment release to the contractor has been deferred 

until the seeds germinate.  

 

b. Macungie Institute Coordinator Search. 

 

i. Discussion of Macungie Institute Trustees (“Trustees”). Trustees Gregory 

Hutchison and Karen Billger, along with Friends of the Macungie Institute David Saylor expressed 

dissatisfaction with how they and the Council hiring team are working together on hiring a 

Coordinator for the Macungie Institute and how the position was advertised on Facebook to attract 

candidates. Council Member Ashbrook then discussed some of the miscommunications between 

the Council hiring team and Trustees; she stated, as a result, Council Member Hanosek has 

resigned as the Macungie Institute Liaison and person in charge of the hiring committee (he will 

remain on the Coordinator hiring committee).  
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Council Member Ashbrook then suggested the position be advertised through the normal channels 

the Borough typically uses for the hiring process and the Trustees attend the interviews if they 

desire.  There was a unanimous consensus among the Council Member to have the Interim 

Manager advertise the position and move forward with the candidate search.  

 

c. Cobra Head Streetlights (9) Depower Along Main Street.  This matter has been tabled. 

 

d. Lehigh Street Streetlights. This project is currently being evaluated. 

 

NEW BUSINESS – None.  

 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF OFFICER ERIN MCFARLAND - Officer McFarland discussed 

her March 17, 2003 hire date with the Macungie Police Department and her past and current 

medical issues.  She requested Council consider allowing her to keep her medical benefits as her 

employment status is discussed.  Solicitor Stewart noted Officer McFarland was the first female 

officer hired for the MPD and she has been a trailblazer for the past 20 years.  He stated the decision 

to terminate Officer McFarland’s employment is based on her physician’s notification that there 

is a zero percent she could return to work at the MPD.  

 

Mayor Conrad thanked Officer McFarland for all of her years of service to the Department and 

community; he stated she was a great asset to the MPD and he wished her good luck and health 

with wherever life takes her. Sgt. Travis Kocher added [to Mayor Conrad’s statements] he 

appreciates Officer McFarland’s service and she has his respect and adoration with everything she 

has been through.    

 

Council Member Ashbrook made a motion that the Borough honorably discharge Officer Erin 

McFarland due to physical and/or mental disability affecting the officer’s ability to continue in 

service, in accordance with the Police Tenure Act, in Section 6.1(a)(1) of the Borough’s Civil 

Service Rules and Regulations, second by Council Member Bloch.  Motion carried: 4 ayes and 1 

nay (Council Member Hanosek opposed).  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Vice-President Ashbrook called for an Executive Session at 10:06 p.m. 

to discuss personnel items. The regular Council meeting reconvened at 11:33 p.m. with no 

decisions made.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no further business, Council Member Ashbrook made a motion to adjourn tonight’s 

meeting at 11:35 p.m., second by Council Member Bloch.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Selma Ritter 

 

Selma Ritter 

Administrative Assistant 
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